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PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE ON THE WTO

Organized jointly by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the European Parliament

Seventeenth session of the Steering Committee
3-4 April 2008, IPU Headquarters, Geneva

SUMMARY OF DECISIONS

1. The Steering Committee of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO met on 3 and
4 April 2008 at IPU Headquarters in Geneva and was attended by altogether 61 persons,
including 26 members of parliament (see list of participants in the Annex). The session was co-
chaired by Mr. R. Sturdy, representing the European Parliament, and Mr. G. Versnick,
representing the [PU.

2. Inthe afternoon of 3 April, the Committee members were briefed on the current state of
multilateral trade negotiations by the WTO Deputy Director-General, Mr. R. Yerxa, who made
an introductory presentation and answered numerous questions. The Committee also had a
hearing with Ambassador Don Stephenson (Canada) who, in his capacity of Chairperson of the
WTO Negotiating Group on Market Access, drew a detailed picture of NAMA talks. Both
presentations proved to be very useful in the context of the Committee's reflection on issues (o
be discussed by the forthcoming plenary session of the Parliamentary Conference.

3. In the morning of 4 April, the Committee had a hearing with Mr. Bruce Wilson, Director
of Legal Affairs Division at the WTO Secretariat, who briefed it on the current state of affairs in
WTO dispute settlement. The members found his presentation and the accompanying
documents to be of great interest and, in order to share this information with a broader circle
of parliamentary colleagues, requested the WTO Secretariat to provide the corresponding
documentation also in French.

4. The protracted slow-down of WTO talks led the Committee members to revert to the
issue of a possible readjustment of the scope and working methods of the Parliamentary
Conference on the WTO, including the still-unresolved question of the status of members of
parliament at WTO Ministerial Conferences. The Committee members felt that, as long as
chances for a successful conclusion of the Doha Round were not fully exhausted, it would be
premature to think of changing the mandate of the Parliamentary Conference. At the same
time, they agreed on the need to maintain pressure on governments with regard to the
question of the status of parliamentarians at WTO Ministerial Conferences and, to this end,
decided to use the forthcoming plenary session of the Parliamentary Conference for re-
launching the appeal on governments (o resolve this issue for good.

5. Having taken note of the readiness of the IPU to host this year's plenary session of the
Parliamentary Conference on the WTO in Geneva on 11 and 12 September, the Committee
took a formal decision confirming these dates and the choice of the Geneva International
Conference Center (CICC) as the venue of the plenary session.

6.  Despite a high degree of uncertainty with regard to the conclusion of the Doha Round
by the end of 2008, the timing of the annual session of the Parliamentary Conference on the
WTO seems to fit well with the overall schedule of talks. It was also confirmed that, should a
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WTO mini-Ministerial Conference be held in Ceneva in summer 2008, it would not be
necessary to convene a full-scope parallel parliamentary meeting even if the European

Parliament and some other parliaments send delegations to Geneva.

7.  The Committee felt that the agenda of this year's session of the Parliamentary
Conference on WTO should be linked to latest developments in the Doha Round negotiations,

in_particular as regards.agrl iculture and NAMA. _Given that more clarity with regard to the

fuwTO talks,ls_JLkely_,lo_a.ppea:_m., May/June 2008, the Committee mandated the
Secretariats of the IPU and the European Parliament as the Conference co-organizers to

finalize the agenda and provisional programme of the session before the summer.

8. it was agreed that the overall format of the 2008 session would be modeled on that of
December 2006 session. Subject to possible minor readjustments, it would include inaugural
ceremony, debate on two substantive themes, two panel discussions, a hearing with the WTO
Director-General, and an interactive event with the participation of chairpersons of main WTO
negotiating groups. At the end of its deliberations, the session would be expected to adopt an

outcome document.

9.  With regard to the session's debate themes and the subjects of interactive panels, the
Committee recommended that one of the session's substantive themes go beyond the @
framework of the Doha Round and deal with long-term future of multilateral trade talks. The @

second theme could “deal with trade-related aspects of climate change. Panel discussions

could focus on the dangers of souring food and energy prices, and the impact of new

e

information and communication technologies on international trade.

g

10. The Committee mandated the Secretariats of the IPU and the European Parliament (o
carry out the necessary consultations in order to identify prospective rapporteurs, preferably
from among members of the Steering Committee, who would be entrusted with the task of
launching the debate on the two substantive themes. The rapporteurs would be also expected
to prepare relevant discussion papers (in English, French or Spanish, five pages maximum) for

circulation to all parliaments in advance of the session.

11.  Likewise, the Secretariats of the IPU and the European Parliament were mandated to
identify panelists, to be invited to the two interactive panels. The Secretariats of the [PU and
the European Parliament should try to ensure that the composition of both panels should be

balanced in terms of geography and gender representation.

12.  As in the past, preparation of the draft outcome document of the annual session would
be carried out under the responsibility of a rapporteur, to be selected from among members
of the Steering Committee through consultation between the IPU and the European Parliament
as the Conference co-organizers. Assisted by the Conference Secretariat, the rapporteur would
be expected to prepare elements for a rapporteur's draft, to be shared via e-mail with all

members of the Steering Committee by the end of July 2008.

13.  Arevised text of the rapporteur's draft, taking stock of comments and suggestions by the
Steering Committee members, would be published by 15 August. Parliaments will have until 8

September to submit their formal amendments to the rapporteur's draft.

14. The Steering Committee would meet on the eve of the plenary session (10 September,
afternoon) to consider these amendments and prepare a preliminary draft outcome document,
to be distributed to all participants at the start of the Conference the following day. Delegates
will have until 3 p.m. on 11 September to submit their last-minute amendments to the
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preliminary draft, which would be considered by the Steering Committee in the evening of the
same day. A revised draft will then be presented to the Conference as a whole for adoption at
the final plenary in the afternoon of 12 September.

15. In accordance with Article 2.2. of the Conference Rules of Procedure, the Steering
Committee decided to add one international organization, the Parliamentary Committee of the
European Free Trade Association, to the list of observers lo be invited to the Conference.

16. Finally, responding to a query by the Assemblée parlementaire de la Francophonie,
which had expressed its interest in becoming a member of the Steering Committee, the
Committee reiterated its intention to revert to this issue after the adoption by the Conference
next September of a series of amendments to the Rules of Procedure pertaining to rotation of
Steering Committee members from among national parliaments.



Annex

Seventeenth Session of the Steering Committee of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO
Dix-septiéme session du Comité de pilotage de la Conférence parlementaire sur 'OMC
Ceneva/ Cenéve, 3-4/04/2008

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS - LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS

.
CANADA Senator Mac Harb
CHINA - CHINE Mr. Ma Wenpu, MP
Mr. Xu Yong

Mrs. Wang Aihua
Mr. Yu Yongbing
Mr. Shi Dongmei

Ms. Lan Mei
EGYPT - EGYPTE Absent
FINLAND - FINLANDE Absent
FRANCE Senator Jean Bizet

Mr. Philippe Bourassé

GERMANY - ALLEMAGNE Mr. Erich Fritz, MP
INDIA - INDE Absent
IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) - Absent

IRAN (REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D)

JAPAN - JAPON Mr. Yoshio Yatsu, MP
Mr. Yoshiyuki Furuyama
Ms. Mariko Higuchi

Ms. Nana Oyamada
Ms. Butel Takako Ensou

KENYA Mr. Erastus Mureithi, MP
Mr. Rabson Wanjala
Mr. Daniel Owoko

MAURITIUS - MAURICE Mr. Shakeel Mohamed, MP

MEXICO - MEXIQUE Absent

MOROCCO - MAROC

Mr. Driss Houat, MP

NAMIBIA - NAMIBIE

Mr. Tsudao Gurirab, MP

NIGER

Mr. Sanoussi Jackou, MP
Mr. Moussa lssaka




List of participants / Liste des participants (continued / continuée)

NIGERIA

Senator Joel Danlami lkenya
Mr. Osbourne Adi Angyu-Tsokwa
Ms. Zulaikha Abduliahi

SOUTH AFRICA - AFRIQUE DU SUD

Mr. Benedict Anthony Martins, MP

THAILAND - THAILANDE

Mr. Kudeb Saikrachang, MP
Mr. Sirichok Sopha, MP
Senator Thawat Bovonvanitkul
Ms. Supasinee Khamasundara
Mr. Panya Kotthen

Mr. Shakeel Mowla

Ms. Atiyada Triwichein

UNITED KINGDOM - ROYAUME-UNI

Lord Paul of Marylebone

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - ETAS-UNIS DAMERIQUE

URUGUAY

Senator Luis Alberto Heber
Mr. Julio Cardozo, MP
Mr. Oscar Piquinela

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT - PARLEMENT EUROPEEN

Mr. Robert Sturdy, MEP

Ms. Corien Wortmann-Kool, MEP
Mr. Harlem Désir, MEP

M. lgnasi Guardans Cambg, MEP
Mr. Helmuth Markov, MEP

Mr. Alberto Rodas

Ms. Donatella Pribaz

Ms. Joanna Karolczyk

Mr. Adriaan Bastiaansen

Ms. Arielle Rouby

Ms. Barbara Melis

Mr. Paul-Emile Dupret

COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION -
ASSEMBLEE PARLEMENTAIRE DU COMMONWEALTH

Mr. William F. Shija
Mr. Nicolas Bouchet

INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION -
UNION INTERPARLEMENTAIRE

Mr. Anders B. Johnsson, Secretary General
Mr. Serguei Tchelnokov
Mr. Anthony Hill

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE -
ASSEMBLEE PARLEMENTAIRE DU CONSEIL DE 'EUROPE

Mr. Kimmo Sasi, MP (Finland)
Ms. Aiste Ramanauskaite

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION -
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DU COMMERCE

Mr. Rufus H. Yerxa, Deputy Director-Ceneral

Mr. Bruce Wilson
Mr. Said El Hashimi
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