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Suggested Talking Points

e Thailand attaches great importance to interfaith dialogue and cooperation in the
national, regional and international frameworks. In Thailand, religious leaders of different beliefs
meet monthly to discuss issues of common interest and enhance cooperation as well as mutual
understanding among people of different faiths. In addition, we recognize youths and the media’s
roles in strengthening harmonious society and generating trust and tolerance among people with
diverse cultural backgrounds. We also encourage youths from southern provinces of Thailand to
visit communities in other parts of the country to learn how people of various faiths, culture and
religions live in peaceful co-existence.

e During 3-6 April this year, the Thai delegation attended the fourth Asia-Pacific
Interfaith Dialogue Meeting in Phnom Penh. The delegation comprises religious leaders, as well as
representatives from government agencies and the NGOs and the media. Through this meeting,
participants had an opportunity to share among them best practices of interfaith activities and
cooperation conducted in their countries. In addition, the meeting provides a useful forum for
regional networking among the participants, which will benefit their future and common endeavour
both in national and regional framework.

e Thailand urges all friendly countries to raise awareness of the international community
about the importance of commonly shared values, regardless of faiths or religions; namely, non-
violence, tolerance, mercifuiness and moderation, which help create an environment conducive to

peace, tolerance and understanding among people of different faiths and culture.
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Suggested talking points
- Thailand welcomes the opportunity to co-host the 4" ASEM Interfaith Dialogue with the
Netherlands under the general theme of “Interfaith Dialogue in Practice: Sharing Best Practices” in
Amsterdam, during 3 — 5 June 2008.
- Thailand hopes that we can achieve the primary objective of the Dialogue which is to
encourage better understanding among religions by exchanging ideas and experiences to co-
exist peacefully. Thailand supports the idea of “Unity in diversity,” which led us to accept the
Netherlands’ proposal to co-host this important meeting.
- In addition to the ASEM Interfaith Dialogue, we are enthusiastic in other interfaith frameworks,
such as Conference on Interfaith Cooperation for Peace, Asia-Middle East Dialogue (AMED),
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), Asia-Pacific Regional Interfaith Dialogue, and Friends of the
Alliance of Civilizations.
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