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President of the ASEAN Inter–Parliamentary Assembly,

Distinguished Parliamentarians,

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

1.
It is my great pleasure to welcome all of you to the 30th General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter–Parliamentary Assembly in Thailand and to Pattaya – a small fishing village that has turned into a popular beach resort city with great vibrancy.  Thailand is honoured to host this important meeting once again.

2.
ASEAN as a regional grouping of Southeast Asia, over the past forty two years, has travelled a long journey, and so far it has come a long way.  From a five–nation association when it came into being, now ASEAN has become a family of ten countries, representing diverse cultures and faiths but unified purpose and endeavour to overcome many challenges–then, now and in the future.

3.
This gathering of parliamentarians from all ASEAN and observer countries today is indeed very significant.  Not only is it the first General Assembly of AIPA after the coming into force of the ASEAN Charter, but it also reiterates our common aspiration to build a “people–centered Community” that is rules–based and more effective in meeting the challenges of our times; the Community that must be built by the ASEAN people and for the ASEAN people.

4.
As we all know, ASEAN is built on a diversity of cultures and ideas, and such diversity has consolidated ASEAN solidarity and has reinvigorated ASEAN, paving the way for a strong and harmonized regional organization.  ASEAN will be a region of harmony and unity of new ideas; and ASEAN will be a beacon of hope for sustainable peace and prosperity for this region and beyond.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

5.
As we move on to the new phase of ASEAN, we can look back with pride of many achievements ASEAN and its members have accomplished together. From the financial crisis in 1997 to the current deep economic recession; from the Tsunami in 2004 to the Cyclone Nargis in 2008; or from the spread of SARS in 2004 to the influenza type A (H1N1) this year, ASEAN has weathered these crises through its solidarity and togetherness. But all of this would not have been possible without the help and cooperation from you, the parliamentarians. As a parliamentarian myself, I know how much we can do, and how much we can inspire our constituents so that they can understand and appreciate better the values of ASEAN – what it stands for, what it does, and what opportunities it creates – and also instill in our peoples the pride of being ASEAN citizens. So, being an ASEAN parliamentarian, you just don’t bring your people to ASEAN but you also bring ASEAN to your people.

6.
A fortnight ago, at the opening of the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting in Phuket, I set out Thailand’s vision for the ASEAN Community in 2015 and beyond. I want, first of all, to see ASEAN as a “Community of Action” which can act decisively and promptly to address both internal and external threats as well as challenges to the regional security and well-being of our peoples. Second, ASEAN should be a “Community of Connectivity” where goods and peoples, as well as investments and initiatives can move across the borders without obstacles, through region-wide transportation linkages and through harmonized rules and regulations. Third, and most importantly, ASEAN should be a “Community of Peoples” that allows equitable access to human development opportunities and champions human rights and fundamental freedoms.
7.
At Phuket also, there were a number of agreements approved and agreements signed, gearing ASEAN towards a more responsive and effective regional organisation, so that it can deal with the challenges that may come our way. The adoption of the Terms of Reference on the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights is of particular importance, as it will help pave the way for a true “Community of Peoples” as we envisage it. However, these agreements would remain just pieces of paper if they are not duly translated into domestic action or legislation. So, your role in this regard – as legislature – is very much indispensable. I am sure that all essential agenda to be tabled during this General Assembly will further strengthen AIPA’s role and foster cooperation between AIPA and ASEAN to this end.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

8
I am glad that this year, during Thailand’s Chairmanship of ASEAN and the AIPA Presidency, ASEAN Leaders and I met with Leaders of AIPA Delegations in Cha–am Hua Hin in February.  I am also pleased that AIPA has provided me, as Chairman of ASEAN, with another opportunity to meet and exchange dialogues with AIPA Leaders today.  This is indeed an important part of a broader effort to expand the cooperation between ASEAN and AIPA.  It is also a landmark step of government and parliamentary partnership to turn a vision of an ASEAN Community into reality.
9
I am confident that under the framework of AIPA, the parliamentarians of ASEAN would be able to come up with the necessary harmonized legislations where possible, and perhaps ever agree on “common” laws to complement many agreements that have been and would be signed by ASEAN Member Countries as we progress towards the envisaged. ASEAN Community. In this regard, I am pleased to learn that AIPA has made on important step forward in harmonising laws concerning the fight against drugs and human trafficking in the region, and hope that the similar achievement would be repeated in other fields.

10.
On this note, I wish the 30th AIPA General Assembly every success in its deliberations; and look forward to more cooperation between AIPA and ASEAN in the months ahead.

11 Thank you very much.
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