Res 30GA/2009/Pol/02
Resolution on Strengthening of Democracy and Promotion of Human Rights

 
The Thirtieth AIPA General Assembly:

  
Recognizes that democracy, the rule of law and good governance, and respect for and protection of human rights are the fundamental principles adhered to by the ASEAN Member States and the AIPA Member Parliaments;

 
Reaffirms the goals and objectives of AIPA that ASEAN is a strong, stable and viable democracy which the ASEAN Member States and the ASEAN Citizens shall benefit from;

 
Supports the goals and objectives of the ASEAN Political-Security Community (APSC) to create a rules-based ASEAN Community of shared values and norms by 2015;  

 
Mindful that the APSC ensures that the peoples and the ASEAN Member States live in peace with one another and with the world at large in a just, democratic and harmonious environment;

 
Aware that the APSC Blueprint promotes political development through regional actions and in adherence to the principles of democracy, the rule of law and good governance, human rights, and fundamental freedoms as inscribed in the ASEAN Charter;  

 
Maintains that the ASEAN Member States and the AIPA Member Parliaments shall respect, promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms and shall not condone nor tolerate human rights violations and fundamental freedoms rejections in the region;

 
Encourages by the agreement of the AIPA Delegation and the ASEAN Heads of State/Government at the inaugural informal meeting during the Fourteenth ASEAN Summit on 28 February 2009 in Cha-am, Thailand to create an ASEAN Community together by 2015 and bring the ASEAN Charter “the Charter for the Peoples” to the doorsteps of the ASEAN Citizens; 

 
Further encourages by the outcomes of the consultation between the AIPA Delegation and the High Level Panel on an ASEAN Human Rights Body (HLP) in January 2009 in Brunei Darussalam during which AIPA ascertained to ASEAN that an ASEAN human rights body should be an independent regional human rights organization, provide examinations of human rights cases in the region, and accountable to the ASEAN Citizens;
 
Welcomes the ASEAN intention to establish an ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights by 2009;

 
Hereby calls upon AIPA to:

  
Share experiences, expertise and international parliamentary networks with ASEAN to promote principles of democracy, democratic institutions, gender mainstreaming, popular participation, and voluntary electoral observations;

 
Take joint measures with ASEAN to promote understanding and appreciation of political systems and the rules of law and good governance, and to implement the ASEAN Charter, with a view to enhance transparency, accountability, participatory and effective governance;

 
Assist ASEAN to promote education and public awareness on human rights and provide ASEAN with cooperation from external parties such as the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) on democracy and human rights and the rule of law and good governance;  

 
Follow closely the establishment and operationalization of an ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights and continue the consultations with ASEAN thereof;
 
Protect and safeguard the ASEAN Citizens from human rights abuses and human rights violations and rejections of fundamental freedoms, transparency, accountability and effective governance.

