Res 30GA/2009/Pol/01

Resolution on the Role and Contributions of AIPA to the ASEAN Charter

 
The Thirtieth AIPA General Assembly:

 
Aware that the ASEAN Vision 2020 envisioned a concert of Southeast Asian nations, outward-looking, living in peace, stability and prosperity, bonded together in partnership in dynamic development and in a community of caring societies;   

 
Conscious that the enhanced regional cooperation and the strengthening of ASEAN integration through the establishment of an ASEAN Community by 2015 will reinforce the centrality and role of ASEAN as the driving force in charting the evolving regional architecture; 

 
Cognizant that the ASEAN Charter was enforced in December 2008 and calls for the role and contributions of AIPA in the creation of an ASEAN Community by 2015;

 
Mindful that the AIPA Statute similarly provides for institutional cooperation between AIPA and ASEAN and calls for reciprocal attendances of the Chairman of ASEAN at the annual AIPA Assemblies and of the President of AIPA at the annual ASEAN Summits;

 
Recognizes that the ASEAN Political-Security Community (APSC) is a pillar of an ASEAN Community and the ASEAN Political-Security Blueprint provides a roadmap and timetable for ASEAN and relevant entities associated with ASEAN, of-which AIPA tops the list, to establish the APSC by 2015 and envisages APSC as a rules-based Community of shared values and norms, a cohesive, peaceful, stable and resilient region with shared responsibility for comprehensive security, and a dynamic and outward-looking region in an increasingly integrated and interdependent world; 

  
Encourages by the inaugural summit meeting of the AIPA Delegation and the ASEAN Heads of State/Government during the Fourteenth ASEAN Summit on 28 February 2009 in Cha-am, Thailand which marked a new era of AIPA-ASEAN co-operation and a landmark step of government and parliamentary partnership to achieve and fulfill the goals and objectives of ASEAN;

 
Welcomes the agreement of the ASEAN and AIPA Leaders in Cha-am to move ahead on five common fronts to establish an ASEAN Community by 2015, namely, bringing the ASEAN Charter as “the Charter for the ASEAN Peoples” to the doorsteps of the ASEAN citizens, holding regular informal meetings between AIPA Leaders and the ASEAN Leaders during future ASEAN summits, assisting ASEAN in the harmonization of laws, a high-level presence of ASEAN at the meetings of the AIPA Caucus, and calling for closer rapport and working relationship between the ASEAN and AIPA Secretary Generals and regular exchanges of their reports. AIPA welcomed the declared intention of the ASEAN Secretary General to meet with the AIPA members during the AIPA General Assembly;
 
Further welcomes the recommendations of the first meeting of the AIPA Caucus in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in mid-April to use the existing channels of cooperation between AIPA and ASEAN to implement the ASEAN Charter.

 
Hereby calls upon AIPA to:

  
Implement the five points agreement by the AIPA Delegation and the ASEAN Heads of State/Government at the Informal Meeting of the AIPA Delegation and the ASEAN Heads of States/Government during the Fourteenth ASEAN Summit on Saturday, 28 February 2009 in Cha-am, Thailand, in the Annexed Statement of the President of the National Assembly of Thailand and President of AIPA to the ASEAN Heads of State/Government at the Informal Meeting of the AIPA Delegation and the ASEAN Heads of States/Government Saturday, 28 February 2009, Cha-am, Thailand;

 
Jointly formulate with ASEAN the procedure and criteria for engagement of AIPA under the article in the ASEAN Charter on the entities associated with ASEAN;

 
Contribute to the realization of an ASEAN Political-Security Community as a rules-based and a people-oriented ASEAN Community of shared values and norms, a cohesive, peaceful, stable and resilient region with shared responsibility for comprehensive security, and a dynamic and outward-looking region in an increasingly integrated and interdependent world;

 
Support ASEAN in harmonizing of laws of ASEAN Member States;

 
Reform the organization and mode of operation of AIPA to transform it in to a more effective regional inter-parliamentary body and to fulfill AIPA’s important mission as the bridge connecting the peoples of ASEAN together;
 
Establish mechanism of cooperation and information exchange between the Secretariats of ASEAN and AIPA as well as ASEAN Member States’ national legislative body in order strengthen cooperation and partnership, in accordance with the ASEAN Charter and the AIPA Statute;

 
Provide parliamentary proposals, experiences, expertise, and international parliamentary networks to ASEAN to: 

1. cooperate in political development and promote understanding and appreciation of political systems, culture and history of ASEAN Member States, and bring the ASEAN Charter to the peoples;

2. lay the groundwork for an institutional framework to facilitate free flow of information among ASEAN Member States;

3. establish strategic programs for strengthening the rule of law and judiciary systems and legal infrastructure, promote good governance and promotion and protection of human rights;

4. increase the participation of AIPA in moving forward ASEAN political development initiatives and specifically in anti-corruption, democracy, and regional peace and stability;

5. adjust ASEAN institutional framework to comply with the ASEAN Charter;

6. promote regional cooperation to maintain peace and stability and strengthening of ASEAN humanitarian assistance and expand the role and contribution of women in field-based humanitarian operations;

7. cooperate with ASEAN on non-traditional security issues and specifically on transnational crimes, human trafficking, drugs, counter-terrorism, and disaster management and emergency response;

8. response effectively and timely to urgent issues or crisis situations affecting ASEAN;

9. strengthen ASEAN centrality in regional cooperation and community building, promote enhanced ties with external parties, and strengthen consultations and cooperation on multilateral issues of common concern;
 
Task the AIPA Caucus and/or a working group to implement this Resolution.
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