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REPORT OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL MATTERS

Mr Chairman


I have the honour to submit the following Report on the meeting of the Committee on Political Matters:

1. The Committee on Political Matters met on 5 August 2009 with Hon. Mr. Charoen Kanthawongs as Chairman and Hon. Asst. Prof. Perayot Rahimmula as Rapporteur.     The following parliamentarians from AIPA Member Countries attended the meeting:

Brunei Darussalam

1. Hon. Yang Amat Mulia P.S.N. Pengiran Haji Mohd. Yusuf

2. Hon. Mr. Haji Bakar bin Mansor

3. Hon. Dato Paduka Haji Idris Bin Haji Abas

Cambodia

1. Hon. Mr. Pen Pannha

2. Hon. Mr. Un Ning

3. Hon. Mr. Chhit Kim Yeat

Indonesia

1. Hon. Dr. Yusron Ihza

2. Hon. Mr. Asnawi Mardani Tahir

3. Hon. Constant M. Ponggawa 

Laos

1. Hon. Dr. Koukeo Akhamountry

2. Hon. Prof. Dr. Boungnong Boupha

Malaysia

1. Hon. Datuk Dr. Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar

2. Hon. Mdm. Fuziah  Salleh

Philippines

1. Hon. Mr. Eric D. Singson

2. Hon. Mr. Victor F. Ortega

Singapore

1. Hon. Mr. Hawazi Daipi 

2. Hon. Dr. Lam Pin Min

3. Hon. Dr. Lim Wee Kiak

Thailand

1. Hon. Mr. Torphong Chaiyasan

2. Hon. Mr. Prasarn Marukpitak 
3. Hon. Lt. Col. Kamol Prachuabmoh 
4. Hon. Adj. Prof. Pinit Kullavanijaya 
5. Hon. Mr. Tuan Abdullah Daudmareyo 
6. Hon. Gen. Kasemsak Plooksawat 
7. Hon. Mr. Boonchai Chokwatana 
Viet Nam

1. Hon. Mr. Ngo Quang Xuan

2. Hon. Mr. Le Bo Linh

3. Hon. Mr. Vu Xuan Hong

Myanmar

1. H.E. Dr. Tun Shin

2.
The Meeting was held in the traditional ASEAN spirit of friendship, unity and cooperation.  Five resolutions were approved by the Meeting and they are:

A. AIPA’s Role and Contributions to the ASEAN Charter
      The Meeting reiterated that AIPA and ASEAN should work closely together to establish an ASEAN Community by 2015 guided by the ASEAN Charter and the AIPA Statute. The Meeting agreed to support efforts of ASEAN to harmonize domestic laws of each Member State. 

      The Meeting also agreed to further strengthen cooperation and partnership between the two organisations by (1) reforming AIPA organisational structure and (2) setting up a mechanism such as a Joint Committee of AIPA and ASEAN on the Role and Contributions of AIPA to the ASEAN Charter to ensure better coordination between the two organizations in accordance with the ASEAN Charter and the AIPA Statute.

B. Strengthening Democracy and Promotion of Human Rights
The Meeting emphasised the need to strengthen cooperation in the promotion and protection of human rights which is the key element in the realization in ASEAN Community.  The AIPA Members will cooperate on promotion and protection of Human Rights of people who lives in the region as one of their priorities.  

In this connection, the Meeting noted the important involvement of AIPA in providing recommendations to the High-Level Panel on ASEAN Human Rights Body at their meeting in Brunei. It also welcomed the adoption of the Terms of Reference of ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR), at the 42nd ASEAN Foreign Minister Meeting (AMM) in Phuket, Thailand. The TOR would pave the way for the establishment of the Commission at the 15th ASEAN Summit in October 2009.            The Meeting reaffirmed AIPA’s commitment to rendering full support to the establishment and the operationalisation of this important body.
C. Interfaith Dialogue for Conflict Prevention and Resolutions.
The Meeting recognized that ASEAN is a region of diverse cultures, religions and beliefs where peoples live in harmony. In this connection, interfaith and intrafaith dialogue should be promoted to create better understanding and further contribute to regional peace and stability. 


D. Global and Regional Security Situations.
The Meeting expressed concern over the global and regional security situations which affected regional peace, security and development as well as the livelihood of ASEAN peoples.

The Meeting condemned all acts of terrorism including the recent bombing in Jakarta. The Meeting also urged all AIPA member countries to strengthen cooperation in combating terrorism. 

The Meeting agreed to collaborate with ASEAN to realize the ASEAN Political- Security Community based on the guiding principles of the ASEAN Charter.

E. Draft Resolution on the First AIPA Caucus.
The Meeting adopted the Resolution on the First AIPA Caucus held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from 26 to 28 April 2009. The venue for the Second AIPA Caucus would be decided at a later date.

The Meeting also adopted the Terms of Reference of AIPA Caucus. 

3.  
On Other Matters, the Meeting took note of the concern raised by Thailand on the development of major infrastructure projects which have cross-border negative impacts over the livelihood of peoples and the environment. The Meeting shared the view that AIPA Member Countries should collectively address this important issue and urge relevant AIPA Committees to seriously consider appropriate approach to tackle this issue.   

4.
I hereby present the Report of the Committee on Political Matters to the 30th General Assembly.


Thank you.


charoen kanthawongs
asst. prof. perayot rahimmula

chairman
rapporteur
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