Immunity in the Thai Parliament

The parliamentary immunity in Thailand was introduced by the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Siam B.E. 2475 (1932) and has occurred in the following

Constitutions until the present one.

The present Constitution, the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
BE. 25650 (2007), section 131 recognizes the immunity for members of the House of

Representatives and members of the Senate during the session as follows:

1. The protection from arrest, detention and summons by a warrant for
inquiry as the suspect in a criminal case.

2. The protection from the trial of case of the court in the case where a
criminal charge is brought against members of the House of Representatives and
members of the Senate, whether the House is in session or not.

3. If members of the House of Representatives or members of the Senate
are detained during the inquiry or trial before the beginning of a session, when the
session begins, the inquiry official or the court must order his release as soon as the

President of the House of which he is a member has so requested.

The immunity, therefore, aims to enable members of Parliament to attend
the sitting of the House and only members of Parliament are shielded. Unlike the
privilege, the immunity does not extend to printers and publishers of the minutes of
sittings, persons permitted by the presiding member to give statements of fact or
opinions at such sitting as well as persons who broadcast the sitting through radio or

television.
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Furthermore, the immunity is confined to the criminal case in the areas of
the arrest, detention, summons and trial of case regardless of whether it is the conduct
of parliamentary business of members of Parliament or not. It does not protect members
of Parliament from the civil case, the criminal charge and the arrest in flagrante delicto
except that the President of the House of which he is a member orders the release of

the person so arrested.
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