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Mr. President:
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I have the honour to submit the following report of the Committee on Political Matters.
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The Committee on Political Matters was convened on Friday, 20th September 2013, with Member of the Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam, Hon. Datin Hajah Salbiah binti Haji Sulaiman as Chairperson and Mr. Izni Azrein bin Noor Azalie as Rapporteur. The following parliamentarians from AIPA Members attended the Meeting:

Brunei Darussalam
1. Hon. Pehin Dato Haji Yaakub Pehin Dato Haji Zainal 
2. Hon. Haji Zulkipli Haji Abd. Hamid
3. Hon. OKJP Dato Haji Mohd. Taha Abd. Rauf
4. Hon. Haji Tahamit Haji Nudin
Cambodia

1. H. E. Mr. Yang Sem
2. Mr. Hok Bunly 
3. Mrs. La Narida
Indonesia

1. Hon. Mr. Muhammad Oheo Sinapoy
2. Hon. Mr. Iskan Qolba Lubis
3. Hon. Mrs. Ida Ria Simamora
Laos 
1. Hon. Dr. Koukeo Akhamountry
2. Hon. Mr. Kysinh Sinphanngam
3. Mr. Sanexay Sadettan
4. Mrs. Louny Thepphavong
Malaysia
1. Hon. Linda Tsen Thau Lin
2. Hon. Mas Ermieyati Samsudin
3. Hon. Fauziah Salleh
4. Hon. Senator Datuk Chin Su Phin
Myanmar

1. Mr. Zaw Myint Pe
2. Dr. Soe Yin

Philippines

1. Hon. Raul V. Del Mar 
2. Hon. Victor F. Ortega
Singapore

1. Deputy Speaker Hon. Mr. Charles Chong
2. Ms. Lee Li Lian
Thailand
1. Hon. Mr. Anusart Suwanmonkol
2. Hon. Dr. Lalita Lerksamran


Vietnam
1. Hon. Mr. Tran Van Hang
2. Hon. Mr. Ha Minh Hue
3. Hon. Mr. Le Quang Huy
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The Committee Meeting was held in the traditional ASEAN spirit of friendship, unity and cooperation, and approved resolutions on the following topics: 

a. Supporting the ASEAN Political Security Community.
During deliberation, the AIPA Member Parliaments exchanged their views pertinent to the matter. The Brunei Darussalam Delegation encourages AIPA to play constructing roles in establishing peace and prosperity in ASEAN. In terms of the realization of ASEAN Community in 2015, the Delegation requests AIPA to come up with harmonization of law and other policy instruments and to ensure the implementation of ASEAN Charter in order to further promote peace and stability in Southeast Asia. In light of this, The Delegation invites AIPA to be able to to be free from all security threats and to have strong foundation for investment and economic development. 

The Delegation underscores the overall objective of this draft resolution which is to support ASEAN and the implementation of its works, essentially in political and security pillars. It is guided by ASEAN Political Security Community (APSC) Blueprint that consists of 145 actions line. The Delegation is of the view that the secured ASEAN will, then, encourage the attainment of prosperity of people of ASEAN that also requires all collected efforts from all AIPA stakeholders. 

Last but not least, the Delegation also underlines that the objective of draft resolution is to call on AIPA to execute its proactive in realizing the political and security community of ASEAN.
The Philippines delegation stresses that it has been many years that ASEAN has facilitated institutional development including executing parliamentary diplomacy. In its process, ASEAN has been successful in founding resilient region supported by comprehensive security. However, the Delegation reiterates the need to have further discussion on maritime security particularly on South China Sea under the framework of international law and UNCLOS. The Delegation also expresses its view on development of the works of ASEAN Inter-Governmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR), and the ASEAN Institute of Peace and Reconciliation (AIPR).
The Singapore Delegation is of the view that ASEAN is instrumental in managing difference and forming cooperation for many years. The objective of APSC is fundamental. In light of this, the Delegation highlights the needs to have a more elaborative future discussion on non-traditional security threats such as disaster management.
The Vietnamese Delegation shared the views expressed by other delegations on measures to enhance AIPA’s role in supporting the ASEAN Political- Security Community building. In addition, the Delegation underlines that in the context of fast changing regional situation with multi-dimension implications on ASEAN, maintaining peace, stability and security in the region has become more imperative than ever, which is very much in the same line with regard to the South China Sea. As such, AIPA needs to assist Governments of ASEAN Member States in further cooperating to ensure peace, stability, maritime security in region and in the South China Sea, peaceful resolution of disputes in accordance with international law and the United Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982, full and effective implementation of the DOC and early conclusion of the COC. 
The Malaysian Delegation underlines collective will as the key to succeed in realizing the ASEAN Community. The Delegation stresses that ASEAN should stand as one in addressing various issues, among others, the issues of human rights, human trafficking and other security matters. The Delegation also reminds the Committee that the political will is very important to do the aforementioned objective. Therefore, the Delegation urges all AIPA Member Parliaments to stand together in that spirit in order to ensure the implementation of actions line of political and security pillars.
The Lao People's Democratic Republic Delegation stresses the need to support ASEAN governments in establishing ASEAN Community. The Delegation expresses its satisfaction of how the ASEAN governments have been successful in building APSC and significantly notes the progress of safeguard and promotion of peace and stability in the region. However, the Delegation also poses challenges that are currently being faced by ASEAN. Therefore, the Delegation supports the Draft and underlines a more significant roles of AIPA Member Parliaments.
The Indonesian Delegation finds the topic very important for regional development in Southeast Asia. The Delegation is fully aware of the importance of ASEAN to be a one complete body. ASEAN has to stand together for its regional security. Apart from that, the Delegation compares the development of ASEAN with European Union (EU). The Delegation views that EU is about to collapse. In contrast, ASEAN is currently raising. The World is now heading to ASEAN. Therefore, the Delegation invites all AIPA Member Parliaments to have concerted works to show that this region is very colorful and urges AIPA to maintain its collective endeavors to make all of its objectives achieved.
The Cambodian delegation appreciates the continued works of ASEAN leaders. However, the Delegation finds it is not sufficient. ASEAN still secures unsolved problems and a great fear of a division among ASEAN Member States. Therefore, the Delegation urges the AIPA Member Parliaments to enhance the togetherness and collectivity as important tools of strengthening ASEAN. ASEAN and AIPA should work together to balance each Member State's interest and ASEAN's collective interests. 

In conclusion, the Committee has agreed that the draft resolution is relevant and significant in addressing the support of AIPA Member Parliaments towards the ASEAN Political Security Community. The draft resolution has also emphasized the role of AIPA in helping ASEAN in maintaining peace and stability in the region.  The Committee has also agreed that the APSC Blueprint is a very fundamental mechanism that could help steer ASEAN towards the achievement of Political Security Community. The Committee however, feels that the security issues on traditional and non-traditional threats need to be elaborated and discussed further. Furthermore, the Committee came to an agreement that in order for the APSC Blueprint to be more objective and effective, the ASEAN Member States needs to be united and have a will power to implement it. It is undoubted that the draft resolution has mainly highlighted the importance for the region to be stable.

The resolution was adopted with some amendments proposed by all of the member delegations of  AIPA Member Countries. The improved and edited resolution is attached as an annex in this report.
b. Adoption of the Report of the 5th AIPA Caucus held in Da Lat, Viet Nam

The Report was adopted unanimously. The Committee approved the report of the 5th AIPA caucus held in Da Lat, Viet Nam. The Report however, was not discussed in detail because the Committee has assured that the issue has been discussed in the Economic committee. 
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I hereby present the Report of the Committee on Political Matters to the 34th General Assembly.

Thank you.

	Hon. Datin Hajah Salbiah Binti

Haji Sulaiman

CHAIRPERSON
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