Res 30GA/2009/WAIPA/04

RESOLUTION ON

THE EMPOWERMENT AND

CONTRIBUTION OF WOMEN IN POLITICS

The Thirtieth General Assembly:


Recalling the Resolution No.29GA/2008/WAIPA/03 on cooperation among women in politics and socio-economic activities which takes into account the importance of women’s participation in politics;


Taking note of the Resolution No.29GA/2008/WAIPA/02 on women in power and their active participation in society which supports the implementation of policies and frameworks and/or programmes that improve gender mainstreaming and on the cooperation among ASEAN Member Countries by sharing and exchanging of information, knowledge, skills and expertise among women leaders, policy and decision makers;


Recognizing that despite the Convention on Political Rights of Women has entered into force since the year 1954, political and parliamentary life remains dominated by men in almost all countries;



Noting that the Beijing Declaration recognizes women’s empowerment and equal participation in all spheres of society, including participation in the decision-making process and access to political power, as fundamentals for development and peace;


Acknowledging that while a significant number of women in ASEAN enjoyed improved status and advancement in many notable areas, challenges still remain for the majority of women who still suffer multiple forms of gender-based discrimination, particularly concerning female participation and decision-making in the realms of economic, social and political life;


Reiterating that women in top level policy-making shall predominantly respect the rights of women and gender equality influencing the improvements of women’s rights including their conditions of living and also contribute to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

Hereby resolves to:

Bear in mind that awareness, campaigns and strategies which aim to promote the participation of women in politics should be done at national and regional levels for concrete and solid cooperation among women parliamentarians of ASEAN Member Countries;

Encourage ASEAN Member Countries to set up activities or programmes at national and regional levels for the benefit of women’s participation in politics and to share similar situations and challenges with neighbouring countries;

Call for ASEAN Member Countries to encourage coordination and participation between men and women in politics to promote balanced gender equality and ensure respect for the rights of women in line with the Universal Declaration of Democracy;

Provide support for all initiatives of ASEAN with regard to the promotion of women participation in politics to follow up the resolutions and recommendations of the United Nations;


Encourage the development of women’s skills and knowledge in politics such as public speaking and debate skills, policy and strategy formulation, and election campaigns, to promote women’s participation in political life;

Urge all ASEAN Member Countries to introduce and strengthen legislation to empower women and contribution of women in politics.
