Res 30GA/2009/WAIPA/03

RESOLUTION ON

STRENGTHENING GENDER EQUALITY AND

PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN

The Thirtieth General Assembly:


Recalling the Resolution No.29GA/2008/WAIPA/03 on cooperation among women in politics and socio-economic activities which encourages the implementation of the enactment of laws and policies on gender equality and women’s rights including the establishment of a women’s parliamentary forum for the protection of the rights of women and children;


Recalling further the Resolution No.29GA/2008/WAIPA/02 on women in power and their active participation in society which supports the implementation of policies and frameworks and/or programmes that improve gender mainstreaming and on the cooperation among the ASEAN member countries by sharing and exchanging of information, knowledge, skills and expertise among women leaders, policy and decision makers;


Recognizing that gender equality remains a serious challenge in the region despite the fact that women in the ASEAN Member Countries have gained more prominence and have reached decision-making levels;


Further Recognizing that ASEAN is moving forward to establish the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the rights of Women and Children;



Noting that Target 3.A of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) aims to eliminate gender disparity at all levels of education by the year 2015;



Noting also that the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) requires equal participation between men and women in all fields for the full development of countries;



Mindful that the Beijing Declaration recognizes full and equal participation of women in all spheres of society, including participation in the decision-making process and access to political power, as fundamentals for development and peace;

 

Deeply concerned that problems of torture, trafficking, child labour and sexual exploitation still threaten the well-being of women and children in ASEAN countries;



Emphasizing that regional and international cooperation with a view to addressing the protection of the rights of women and children are appropriate means to consolidate the establishment of the ASEAN Community.

Hereby resolves to:


Encourage ASEAN Member Parliaments to adopt laws, strategies, national policies and programmes on gender equality for the advancement of women and children based on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women (DEVAW), Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (BDPA) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC);



Call on the parliaments to play more active roles in following up all implementations in line with the MDGs and also support all efforts made for achievement of its higher goals;


Request the mobilization of parliaments to be a key mechanism to promote gender equality and ensure the rights of women and children are undertaken through legislative procedures;


Call upon the ASEAN Member Countries to work closely with the United Nations and its bodies, especially the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women (UNDAW), United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), to heighten the awareness of the protection of women and children’s rights;


Call for all necessary steps for the implementation of legislative procedures to prevent and eliminate all forms of sexual, physical and psychological violence against women and children;


Underscore that the women parliamentarians should play vital roles in supporting the enhancement of parliamentary actions on this matter;


Reaffirm that all efforts including dialogues and cooperation among women parliamentarians of AIPA shall be pursued and followed up;

Facilitate all efforts of ASEAN for the establishment of an ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the rights of Women and Children, focusing on the drafting of the Terms of Reference of this ASEAN Commission;

