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BILATERAL PLAN OF CO-OPERATION ACTIVITIES

2005-2007

between
- THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND (MOC)
and

THE EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE (EPO)

The Ministry of Commerce of the Kingdom of Thailand (MOC) and the European Patent
- Office (EPO), hereinafter referred to as "the Parties™;

CONSIDERING the value and importance of patents and patent-related rights for the
exchange of technology and economic development;

RECOGNISING the need to promote, improve and strengthen national patent and
patent-related systems with a view to providing an effective response to economic and
technological challenges created by the intreduction of new technologies;

DESIRING to further develop co-operation arrangements between Thailand and the

EPO in order to meet challenges of the new century, and also to promote economic co-
- operation between Europe and Thailand;

TAKING into consideration the experience of the EPO as the International Searching

and International Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty,
and its high degree of technical specialisation;

™

) \ Have agreed as follows:

. \
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1. PURPOSE nyé/(i

The purpose of this Plan of Co-operation Activities is to establish a wide-ranging and
flexible mechanism for guiding and fusthering co-operation activities between the Parties

in the patent and patent related fields, within the scope of their responsibilities in this
area.

Accordingly, the Parties agree to provide mutual assistance in the development and
expansion of the patent systems in Asia and Europe.

In so far as possible, to avoid conflict of activities, the co-operation activities will be
carried out in co-ordination with other co-operation programmes that the MOC may have
arranged with EPO member states or the European Commission, with the Office for

Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHIM) or with the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO).

2. SPECIFIC AREAS OF CO-OPERATION

The Parties will undertake co-operation activities which principally cover the following
areas:

2.1 IP Awareness

The Parties will co-operate in the creation and implementation of services which
will raise awareness in the importance of the patent and patent-related areas in all
sectors of society and which will foster the role of the MOC and the EPO.

This will include the joint organisation of seminars, symposia and training
programmes in Thailand, aimed at stakeholders of industrial property such as
inventors, scientists, researchers, SMEs, teachers, students, lawyers, IP

professionals as well as civil servants whose work is related to the patent and
patent-related matters.

The Parties will work together on the development of a network .of technological
information centres. This network may have connections, wherever possible, with
similar existing networks in other countries.

The Parties will exchange information on their respective programmes in industrial
property dissemination and promotion among universities, research centres, SMEs
and other stakeholders in the industrial property sector.

The Parties shall together develop the Thai esp@cenet which contains data of
Thai patent publications. Thailand will supply the bibliographic data in English,
pending budget constraints, and the EPO will make available technologies as well
as necessary resources to make the information compatible.

N
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?\B\ 2.2 Reinforcing the national legal framework /é/)(j

/ The EPO will support, as far as possible, the MOC in carrying out any reviews of \\
its national industrial property rules and regulations considered necessary by the

MOC. This support may take the form of expert missions and/or technical visits to
Europe.

The Parties will maintain permanent communication channels for the exchange of

information relating to their work on modernisation, harmonisation and legislative
development in the field of patents.

2.3 Training and Development of Human Resources

The EPO will finance, within its available means, the participation of Thai officials

in seminars, symposia and training programmes organised by the EPO. The
number of participants will be agreed by the Parties.

The EPO intends to help with the training of Thai officials by means of EPO expert
missions to Thailand and/or study visits by Thai officials to industrial property

offices in the Member States of the European Patent Convention and/or to the
EPO.

. The Parties may agree to extend the training and study visits to other stakeholders

. in the IP sector, with a view to promoting and improving IP expertise and
capabilities.

2.4 Patent Procedure

Taking into account the requirements of the MOC, the EPO intends to provide
assistance and advice on the development and improvement of the MOC's patent
granting procedure, as far as both searching and substantive examination
procedures are concerned. In particular the EPO will provide assistance and
advice with a view to reducing the backlog of patent applications at the MOC.

The EPO will assist the MOC in the use of search and examination results
produced by the EPO, primarily to reduce the backlog in patent applications.

The EPO shall assist the MOC with its accession to the PCT by sharing its
experience in receiving and administering applications filed under the PCT.

2.5 Automation

The EPO will provide advice and support for the automation of industrial property
administration processes, taking into account the needs and conditions of the

MOC, international trends and the projects developed by the Trilateral Offices
(EPO, JPO and USPTO).

¥l
™

The Parties will continue their efforts towards the improvement of the compatibility

of Information Technology systems in order to facilitate the exchange of\
information and mutual access to the respective databases.
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> The Parties will exchange the available information on granted patents for use by <}9

/ examiners and the libraries of regional centres. This exchange of information will

be carried out in electronic form, when possible in the formats WIPO St 32, 33, 35 \,
and possibly 36.

The EPO will, taking into account its budget constraints, integrate Thai
bibliographic data into the ASEANPAT database which will be distributed to other
National IP Offices and made available to the public. Similarly, the EPO will, taking
into account its budget constraints, produce and distribute a Thai National Disc
containing Full Text Thai patent information on CD-ROM and/or DVD.

The EPO will, in so far as possible, provide privileged access to its INPADOC
patent databases.

Upon a request by the MOC and within the capacity of the EPO to assist, the MOC
shall be advised on the installation of the EPO-developed automation products

epoline, ePhoenix and Soprano individually or as a package in the EPTOS system
for the development of its IP administration system.

2.6 Common Co-operation Measures

Regional events

Drawing on the MOC's expertise and infrastructure, the EPO may organise
regional co-operation activities in Thailand, including courses and seminars tobe
attended by staff from various countries and study visits to Thailand by staff from
the industrial property offices of other countries.

Consultants

A Party may request the other Party to provide experts to act as consultants for

expert missions, or as instructors or speakers for seminars and courses in
Thailand, or in third countries.

3. CO-OPERATION ACTIVITIES OVERVIEW

Each Party shall appoint a Co-ordinator to follow up the co-operation activities organised

within the scope of this Plan and to evaluate the implementation of the activities
undertaken.

4. FUNDING OF THE CO-OPERATION

The implementation of each activity will be subject to the availability of the funds

required to finance it in the annual budgets of the Parties which have devoted to co- /
operation activities.
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()\§\ 5. EMPLOYMENT RELATIONSHIP ' . (’
J/ Staff assigned by either Party shall remain under the direction and authority of the \

Institution to which they belong, and therefore no employment relationship will be

created with the other Party, which will not under any circumstances be considered as a
substitute employer.

6. SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Any dispute that may arise in connection with the interpretation or enforcement of this
Plan of Co-operation Activities shall be settled by mutual agreement between the
Parties, failing which, the Plan of Co-operation Activities shall lapse.

7. FINAL PROVISIONS

This Plan of Co-operation Activities will enter into force on the first day of the following

month after its signature for a duration of two years, renewable for further periods of the
same duration, subject to review by the Parties.

This Plan of Co-operation Activities may be amended by mutual agreement between the
Parties, formalised by an exchange of letters specifying the date of entry into force.

} Either Party may terminate this Plan of Co-operation Activities at any time by a written
. notice of at least 90 days prior to the date of termination to the other Party.

DONE in duplicate in the English language, both being equally authoritative.

For the Ministry of Commerce For the European Patent Office
of the Kingdom of Thailand

Bokde o ff L

H.E. Mr. Preecha Laohapongchana / F’{ssor Alain Pompidou
" Deputy Minister of Commerce President

bae 28 JUL 2006
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