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STATEMENT BY H.E. MR. PRASOBSOOK BOONDECH
LEADER OF THE THAI DELEGATION
AT THE FIRST PLENARY SESSION 
ON 4 AUGUST 2009
President of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Parliamentarians,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


It is my great pleasure to participate in this 30th General Assembly of distinguished parliamentarians in ASEAN and to speak before this prestigious gathering is even a great honor. 

ASEAN has come a long way since its inception in 1967 and it has been maintaining and enhancing regional resilience by promoting greater political, security, economic and socio-cultural cooperation. 
Throughout the past 32 years, AIPA has increasingly devoted itself as a regional forum to bridge the concern of parliamentarians and stakeholders in ASEAN and implement AIPA’s decisions on common challenges confronting ASEAN. 

AIPA has supported ASEAN governments’ policies on collective security to address traditional and non-traditional threats, and AIPA General Assemblies’ resolutions were adopted to thrust ASEAN toward ASEAN Political-Security Community. I believe that we all want to see an enhancing of peace and stability in our Community to be with key characteristics as a grouping of shared values and norms and a cohesive, dynamic and outward-looking region. 
In recent years, there are numbers of agreements to be ratified in order to expedite ASEAN into a more integration region. I hope that AIPA will perform actively in facilitating any process to implement various measures with a view to achieve the ASEAN Community. I ensure that the development division divide will be decreased and a sub-regional integration will be accelerated through the Initiative for ASEAN Integration and other regional initiatives. 


Ladies and Gentlemen,


As we are moving to the ASEAN Community, we should consider the awareness and readiness of our peoples in sharing this common goal since they will be an essential forces to drive and will be the ones who enjoy the benefits from this long term efforts. AIPA, as a representative of all ASEAN peoples, should continuously create all activities as well as work closely with ASEAN to escalate people to people contacts in order to build mutual trust and possible unity among diversity. 
In the near future, we envisage the AIPA that is effective, efficient, respectable and integrated in the process of ASEAN evolution. To achieve the goal, there are still lots of efforts and hard work that we have to go through.
ASEAN integration process toward ASEAN Community should not merely fall under the responsibility of governments of ASEAN Member Countries. Active involvement of Parliamentarians in ASEAN and beyond as well as other civil society organizations are also essential.

Ladies and Gentlemen,


I believe that our commitment with a common desire and collective will in addressing all problems will place our people to live in a region of lasting peace, security, and stability. I hope for a productive outcome from every discussion and deliberation during this General Assembly. With the goal in mind, I can assure you that the Thai delegation will utmost perform their task in cooperating with all of you throughout our conference with the AIPA spirit of consensus and brotherhood. 

My Dear Colleagues,

As Leader of the Thai delegation, I would like once again to welcome all of you to Thailand and do our best to make your stay a fruitful and memorable one. If any of you experience any shortcoming in our hospitality, please do not hesitate to let us know so we can correct it.
Thank you very much.
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