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Statement by the President of AIPA 
concurrently Speaker of the Indonesian House of Representatives,
AIPA Chief Delegate

to the ASEAN Heads of State/Government 

during the 20th ASEAN Summit

Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia, 3 April 2012

Your Excellency Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Chairman of ASEAN, 

Your Excellencies Heads of State and Government,
Excellencies Speakers of AIPA Parliament Member States , 
Honorables Members of AIPA Parliament Member States , 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,
Allow me as President of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) and on behalf of the AIPA to express my sincerest gratitude and high appreciation to the Chairman of ASEAN, the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, for the invitation addressed to the delegations of AIPA, to meet with the Heads of State/Government of ASEAN in this beautiful city of Phnom Penh to exchange views on current issues affecting our region.
As we all know, Cambodia has faced many challenges in the recent past. However, thanks to the hard work and visionary leadership of the Prime Minister, along with the Royal Government of Cambodia, the Parliament and People in close partnership with the international community, Cambodia has turned history into a success story (by Cambodia). As a result, Cambodia stands unique in the region and has become a country of great wonders.
This is the 5th meeting between the Heads of State/Government of ASEAN and the AIPA delegations since the 15th ASEAN Summit in Thailand in 2009. We share confidence in the importance of this meeting to improve cooperation and coordination between the executive and legislative institutions of ASEAN, in realizing the establishment of an ASEAN Community by 2015 that needs the involvement and participation of all stake holders. 
The executive policies made at the level of the Leaders of ASEAN should be synergized with dialogue and discussion with Parliaments. Successful implementation of agreements and conventions taken by ASEAN will need Parliaments’ close cooperation and commitment. We therefore should actively seek new avenues on how to involve and enhance the AIPA contribution to the work of ASEAN. Further discussion on this issue merits our collaborative attention.
Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The theme of ASEAN chairmanship this year is "ASEAN: One Community, One Destiny". This theme describes how ASEAN is bound as a community sharing “fate” in the process of integrating our interests for a better future. "One Community, One Destiny" is a reminding jargon to further strengthen our solidarity and spirit, in order to achieve the progress and welfare that can be equally enjoyed by everyone in ASEAN.
In the AIPA perspective, there are needs to enhance cooperation to accelerate the implementation of the agreements that have been made in various ASEAN meetings at various levels. The implementation of these agreements and decisions are crucial in the acceleration of reaching the desired achievement, especially in creating a peaceful, stable, advanced and prosperous region.
AIPA would like to note that during the year 2011, ASEAN succeeded in advancing efforts to the establishment of an ASEAN  Community with strategic and important achievements, among them: the proposal to establish the ASEAN Institute for Peace and Reconciliation (AIPR); the improvement of  crafting of the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration (AHRD) this year, the adoption of the guidelines for the effective implementation of the declaration on the conduct of parties in the South China Sea (by the Philippines).
AIPA supports all the aforementioned decisions and instruments that have been established by ASEAN. In this light, AIPA and ASEAN need an effective communication and cooperation mechanism. Creating ASEAN, as aspired by the founding fathers of ASEAN, requires relationship between AIPA and ASEAN that is visionary, intensive, cooperative and effective. 
Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In line with various ASEAN achievements and the increasing public awareness of the importance of upholding democratic values, AIPA enthusiastically welcomes the positive development in Myanmar and hopes that this momentum can be maintained and continued in line with the interests of the people of Myanmar, ASEAN and the international community. 
In the context of a wider region, AIPA perceives that ASEAN has succeeded in involving the Dialogue Partner Countries in supporting the advancement of stability and peace in the region. AIPA also welcomes the improved cooperation with the ASEAN Dialogue partners while maintaining the centrality of ASEAN, without reducing the commitment of the ASEAN community to play more active roles in the global community of nations as stipulated in the Bali Concord III.
AIPA has noted that more efforts have been given to achieve an economically-equal ASEAN through some instruments such as; the Initiative for ASEAN Integration and strengthening the roles of Small and Medium Enterprises sector which aims to reduce development gap among ASEAN Member Countries. In addition, by creating a stronger interconnection within the Southeast Asia region through the implementation of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity, a more equally-developed ASEAN can be achieved. 
With regard to the global economic challenges, AIPA hopes that ASEAN can sustain its strong economic growth in order to improve people’s welfare in the region. AIPA also believes that ASEAN needs to contribute ideas to the making of a global economy system that is more equitable, sustainable, and above all, resistant to any crisis. 
In so doing, AIPA sees that there are still several stringent laws and regulations which obstruct trade growth in our region. Therefore, the amendment of laws and regulations as appropriate is now a challenge for all ASEAN Members that governments and all involved sectors should try to modify rules and open up more to facilitate investment and trade in ASEAN Countries (by Thailand).
In the field of disaster management, AIPA also supports the signing of the Agreement on the Establishment of the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management (AHA Centre) at the 19th ASEAN Summit, November 2011 in Bali. We support the AHA Centre to be fully operated in view of the fact that the region of Southeast Asia is vulnerable to natural disasters. We share the equal responsibilities to improve regional preparedness, capability, capacity and coordination to overcome and minimize the impact of disasters, and to place rehabilitation measures as well as post-disaster reconstruction. 
Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Parliamentarians who are members of AIPA are also representing constituencies. They can contribute significantly to achieve the ‘People-Centered’ and ‘People-Oriented’ ASEAN, based on the people and communities whose sense of belonging and sense of ownership towards ASEAN needs to be enhanced. Of equal importance is the realization of people-to-people connectivity in ASEAN, aimed to expedite achieving common welfare and reducing prosperity gap amongst ASEAN nations. 
In this light, Women of AIPA (WAIPA) have been actively participating in the AIPA framework through various activities carrying an important theme in relation to the community, which is not merely gender mainstreaming in the political, legislative and administrative processes. In that regard, we urge all ASEAN Member States, as appropriate, to increase the percentage of women in legislative and administrative bodies to be able to contribute significantly for the advances in social well-being of ASEAN (by Lao PDR). We need to continue encouraging WAIPA to constantly grow and to be able to contribute significantly for the welfare of ASEAN. 
Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Although lack of sufficient resources tend to hamper the optimization of AIPA’s role to strengthen and widen its efforts, of assisting ASEAN, AIPA still commits to continue giving its best contribution to the progress and success of ASEAN. Thus, it is necessary for us to have a certain mechanism to ensure the success of the meetings between AIPA and ASEAN Leaders by the secretariats of AIPA and ASEAN (by Viet Nam).

To conclude these remarks, AIPA extends its best wishes for a fruitful and meaningful conference to all the Heads of State/Government of ASEAN. May the 20th ASEAN Summit strengthen even more the ASEAN vision toward the establishment of a truly ASEAN Community in 2015. 
Once again, to the Government and the people of Cambodia, we express our highest appreciation and heartfelt gratitude. Good luck and long live ASEAN.

Phnom Penh, Cambodia
3 April 2012.
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