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Mr. President,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
1
I have the honour to submit the following report of the Committee on Economic Matters.
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The Committee on Economic Matters was convened on Friday, 20th September 2013, with, Member of the Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam, Hon. Haji Ahmad Morshidi bin Pehin Haji Awang Abdul Rahman as Chairperson, Hajah Tutiaty Haji Abdul Wahab as Advisor, Mr. Lennard Pang Wei Loon and Mr. Ak. Haji Md. Hasnol Alwee bin Pengiran Haji Md. Salleh as Rapporteur.  The following parliamentarians from AIPA Members attended the Meeting:

Brunei Darussalam

1. Hon. Pehin Dato Goh King Chin
2. Hon. Haji Ramli bin Lahit
3. Hon. Haji A. Ahmad bin Husain
Kingdom of Cambodia

1. H.E. Mr. Mam Bunneang
2. H.E. Mr. Som Savuth
Republic of Indonesia

1. Hon. Mr. Atte Sugandi
2. Hon. Mr. Iskan Qolba Lubis
Lao People's Democratic Republic 

1. Hon. Dr. Ms. Souvanpheng Boupphanouvong
2. Hon. Mr. Bounpone Sisoulath
Malaysia

1. Hon. Dato Kamarudin Jaffar
2. Hon. Mr. Liang Teck Meng
Republic of the Union of Myanmar

1. Hon. Mr. Thein Lwin
2. Hon. Mr. Nyunt Hlaing
3. Hon. Mr. U Htay Myint
4. Hon. Ms. Daw Yi Yi Myint
Republic of Philippines

1. Hon. Jose F. Zubiri III
2. Hon. Ruby M. Sahali 
Singapore

1. Hon. Mr. Liang Eng Hwa
2. Hon. Mr. Gan Thiam Poh
Kingdom of Thailand

1. Hon. Dr. Vitthaya Inala
Socialist Republic of Vietnam

1. Hon. Mr. Tran Du Lich
2. Hon. Mr. Nguyen Van Giau 
3. Hon. Ms. Do Thi Thu Hang
4. Hon. Mr. Nguyen Van Canh
3
The Committee Meeting was held in the traditional ASEAN spirit of friendship, unity and cooperation, and approved resolutions on the following topics:
a. Fostering the Growth and Sustainable Development of SMEs (Small and Medium Enterprises)

ASEAN acknowledge the importance of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) to the economic development in ASEAN region. The SMEs development plan has been stipulated in the ASEAN Economic Community Blueprint and implemented in the work of ASEAN SMEs Working Group. However, SMEs are still constrained by their limitation in financial, skill and technological capabilities. Therefore, this draft resolution acknowledges the pivotal role of AIPA in realising the goal for AEC. ASEAN parliamentarians through AIPA could exercise their roles to standardize and regularize labor, trade and investment regimes in their respective countries. By performing these actions, AIPA member parliamentarians could support their governments in facilitating SME development.

The Committee adopted the draft resolution with some amendments.

b. Promoting the Role of AIPA in response to Challenges of ASEAN Economic Community and Supporting Green Growth (proposed by Indonesia and Vietnam)
AIPA acknowledge the need to promote economic growth and sustainable development as a mean to narrow development gap in the region.  This has been further confirmed by ASEAN Leaders Statement concerning Sustained Recovery.  It is therefore imperative for parliamentarians to work cohesively towards addressing issues and policies to response to the challenges in the establishment of ASEAN Economic Community by adopting (but not limited to) necessary legislation, formulating policies and providing appropriate budget as well as supervising the progress of their implementation.  The efforts shall assist the establishment of sustainable economic development by taking into consideration combined factors of boosting competitiveness at the regional and international level through responsible utilization of scarce natural resources, ensuring the quality of environment, the human capital capacity.
During deliberation the members of the Committee on Economic Matters shared their experiences on the topic. Upon deliberation, the Committee decided to adopt the draft resolution with constructive amendments. 
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The Committee approved two resolutions concerning all the issues discussed in the Committee and recommended the resolutions to be adopted in the Second Plenary Session of the General Assembly.
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I hereby present the Report of the Committee on Economic Matters to the 34th General Assembly.

Thank you.

HON. HAJI AHMAD MORSHIDI BIN PEHIN HAJI AWANG ABDUL RAHMAN
CHAIRPERSON
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