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I have the honour to submit the Report of the Meeting of Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA). The Committee of Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA) was convened on Wednesday 18th September 2013, with, Member of Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam, Hon. Datin Paduka Hajah Salbiah Binti Sulaiman as Chairperson. The following women parliamentarians from AIPA Member States attended the Meeting:

 

Brunei Darussalam

1. Hon. Datin Paduka Hajah Zasia binti Sirin

Kingdom of Cambodia
1. Hon. Ms. Mean Som An

2. Hon. Ms. Pum Sichan

3. Hon. Ms. Thak Lany

Republic of Indonesia
1. Hon. Ms. Okky Asokawati 
2. Hon. Ms. Selina Gita 
3. Hon. Ms. Ida Ria Simamora 
4. Hon. Ms. Vanda Sarundajang
Lao People’s Democratic Republic
1. Hon. Prof. Dr. Ms. Boungnong Boupha
2. Hon. Dr. Ms. Souvanpheng Boupphanouvong
Malaysia
1. Hon. Datin Lind Tsen Thau Lin

2. Hon. Senator Khairiah Mohamed

3. Hon. Senator Dato’ Lim Nget Yoon

4. Hon. Ms. Mas Ermieyati Samsudin

Republic of the Union of Myanmar

1. Hon. Ms. Yi Yi Myint

Republic of the Philippines 

1. Hon. Susan Y. Sulit
2. Hon. Ruby M. Sahali

3. Hon. Emmeline Y. Aglipay

Republic of Singapore

1. Hon. Ms. Tin Pei Ling

2. Hon. Ms. Lee Li Lian

Kingdom of Thailand

1. Hon. Associate Prof. Nareewan Chintakanond

2. Hon. Mrs. Nattaya Benjasiriwan

3. Hon. Dr. Lalita Lerksamran

Socialist Republic of Vietnam

1. Hon. Ms. Truong Thi Mai

2. Hon. Ms. Do Thi Thu Hang

3. Hon. Ms. Dang Thi My Huong

4. Hon. Ms Dinh Thi Phuong Lan

The Meeting was also attended by observers from the following organizations:

The ASEAN Secretariat

1. Ms. Leena Gosh

2. Ms. Desi Hanara

Office of the Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, the United Nations

1. Ms. Claudia Diaz
The Meeting was officiated by H.E Pehin Dato Haji Isa Bin Pehin Dato Haji Ibrahim, President of the 34th AIPA. In his opening remarks, President of the 34th AIPA, Speaker of the Brunei Legislative Council mention that the WAIPA Meeting will discuss on the draft resolution on Advocating Maternal and Child Health in ASEAN, proposed by Brunei Darussalam. He also nominated Hon. Datin Paduka Hajah Salbiah Binti Haji Sulaiman as the Chairperson and Ms. Dayangku Dr Hasharina Binti Pg. Hj Hassan as the Secretary. The WAIPA delegations agreed unanimously on the nomination.
The WAIPA Meeting discussed the draft resolution in a constructive manner based upon the ASEAN spirit of friendship and solidarity. During the deliberation, the WAIPA delegations shared their best practices on the maternal and child health issues. In the end, the meeting successfully adopted a draft resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION ON ADVANCING MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH IN ASEAN
The resolution was proposed by Brunei Darussalam based on awareness that people are entitled to the highest attainable standard of health. Investing in women and children means that investing in the future generation. Among the MDGs, the progresses on the 4th and 5th goals are the least impressive ones. Therefore, these goals should continue be top priority beyond 2015. Since the realization of the ASEAN Community 2015 is approaching, innovative approaches on reaching these goals in the Southeast Asia is urgently required. In terms of political supports, WAIPA must continue to strive for higher commitments from high political leaders as well as other stakeholders towards all aspect related to health and well being of women and children.
During sharing of best practices, the delegations have agreed on the importance of focusing on the maternal and child health in ASEAN, and commended on the draft resolution initiated by Brunei Darussalam. 
In the region, programs and efforts to achieve MDGs 4 and 5 have been streamlined into national legislations of all the ASEAN member states.  Philippines have engaged political leaders and regional organizations to address health and nutrition issues related to the challenges in improving its women and children health and strategy.  Thailand recognizes more work and effort are needed through community building to enhance welfare and development of ASEAN women and children, it also calls for more participation and engagement from the younger generation. Indonesia has made significant progress and aims to continually enhance its effort internally through cooperation with various key stakeholders as well as to support overall advancement of women and children issues in the region. Malaysia remains committed to work with workgroups at national and international level. Myanmar has intensified its field monitoring and addressed issues through improving the capacity of its health care providers and education through various media. Lao PDR placed strong emphasis to work based on values and policies that would help them achieve more objectives of the MDGs.
Upon the discussion, new and enriching ideas that help strengthened the original draft resolution have been incorporated including the suggestion to modify the title to Fostering Maternal and Child Health in ASEAN, which is accepted unanimously by the WAIPA Members. The improved and edited resolution is attached as an annex in this report.

The Meeting was also given an opportunity for the ASEAN Secretariat to present a proposal of Workshop on Roles of ASEAN Parliamentarian in Advancing Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equality. It is decided that the proposal will be disseminated among the AIPA Members for further consideration and each AIPA Member is encouraged to follow up on the proposal through the AIPA Secretariat. 

I hereby present the Report of the WAIPA Meeting to the 34th AIPA General Assembly for adoption. 

HON. DATIN PADUKA HAJAH SALBIAH BINTI HAJI SULAIMAN
CHAIRPERSON
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