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Mr. President:
1
I have the honour to submit the following report of the Committee on Social Matters.
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The Committee on Social Matters was convened on 20th September, 2013, with, Member of the Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam, Hon. Haji Mohd. Shafiee bin Ahmad as Chairperson and Mr. Pengiran Haji Ashrol Rahimy bin Pengiran Haji Damit as Rapporteur. The following parliamentarians from AIPA Members attended the Meeting:

Brunei Darussalam

1. Hon. Haji Jumat bin Akim
2. Hon. Datin Paduka Hajah Zasia binti Sirin

3. Hon. Haji Sulaiman bin Ahad
Kingdom of Cambodia

1. H.E. Mrs. Mean Som An
2. H.E. Mrs. Pum Sichan
3. H.E. Mrs. Thak Lany
Republic of Indonesia

1. Hon. Mrs. Okky Asokawaty 
2. Hon. Mrs. Vanda Sarundajang
3. Hon. Mrs. Selina Gita
Lao People’s Democratic Republic
1. Hon. Prof. Dr. Ponethep Pholsena
2. Mr. Dr. Chanpheng Southivong
3. Mr. Alavanh  Phanthavong
Malaysia

1. Hon. Hasbi Habibollah
2. Hon. Ir. Shaharuddin Ismail 
3. Hon. Ms. Senator Khairiah Mohamed
4. Hon. Ms. Senator Dato Lim Nget Yoon
Republic of The Union of Myanmar

1. Hon. Mr. Khin Maung Yi
2. Hon. Mr. Win Myint
Republic of The Philippines

1. Hon. Mr. Pangalian M. Balindong
2. Hon. Mr. Jim Hataman-Salliman
3. Hon. Mr. Raymond Democrito C. Mendoza
4. Hon. Mr. Nicanor M. Briones 
Republic of Singapore

1. Hon. Mr. Baey Yam Keng
2. Hon. Ms. Faizah Jamal
Kingdom of Thailand

1. Hon. Assoc. Prof. Nareewan Chintakanond
2. Hon. Mr. Tuan Abdullah Daudmareyo
Socialist Republic of Vietnam

1. Hon. Ms. Truong Thi Mai
2. Hon. Ms. Dang Thi My Huong
3. Hon. Ms. Dinh Thi Phuong Lan
3
The Committee was held in the traditional ASEAN spirit of friendship, unity and cooperation. Initially, Brunei Darussalam has introduced 2 agenda topics to be discussed in the Meeting of the Social Committee Matters. After having considered the proposed draft resolution from Indonesia and Thailand, the Executive Committee has approved to include 2 additional draft resolutions to be discussed. Therefore, the Committee has approved resolutions on the following topics: 

a. Nurturing The Role of Young People For The Future Challenges of ASEAN.
The topic is essential to ASEAN as 60% of ASEAN population today comprises of those below 35 years old. In our pursuit toward realization of the ASEAN Community by 2015, it is essential for young people to have awareness of the region, greater understanding of our richness and diversity in cultures, and thus, contribute to the realization of our Leader’s aspirations and reams in building a people-oriented ASEAN Community building. 

Following the Declaration of Principles to Strengthening ASEAN Collaboration on Youth - 1983, several platforms have been set up to engage more with youth, and tap their potential in ASEAN Community building. ASEAN Leaders acknowledged the key role young people will play in ensuring the development and sustainability of the region. ASEAN Leaders also recognized that young professionals are in a unique position to boost ASEAN solidarity by offering voluntary community services in areas such as rural development, disaster relief health, education and the environment as well as supporting vulnerable groups and fostering entrepreneurial skills.
The draft resolution agreed after some constructive amendments from the Committee Members. 

b. Report of the Meeting of the 10th AIPA Fact Finding Committee to Combat the Drug Menace (AIFOCOM) held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam.

The Committee agreed to adopt the Report of the Meeting of the 10th AIPA Fact Finding Committee to Combat the Drug Menace (AIFOCOM) held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam.

c. The Role of AIPA in Advancing the Post 2015 Development Agenda.
As the 2015 draw closer, AIPA Member Parliaments must carry forward the spirit of the previous resolutions that have been produced, and be prepared for the opportunities and the challenges of the post 2015 Development Agenda. The topic focus on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which will build upon the Millennium Development Goals and converge with the post 2015 development agenda. It also need to include social protection and to narrowing development gaps in our region to create more inclusive and sustainable development pathways, as the poverty remains the biggest challenge. The topic also takes into account the importance of food and energy security, to ensure the sustainable living condition of next generation. 

The Committee agreed to adopt the draft resolution with amendments.
d. Cooperation toward Child Abuse Free ASEAN.
AIPA Member Parliaments recognizes that children is the future assets of ASEAN and will be the main factor in building peace, prosperity and stability in our region. ASEAN member countries have to work seriously in supporting our children to have a proper education, a good healthcare, a social and legal protection. All ASEAN member countries have to work together to eradicate all cruel activities that can bring any harm to the children, such as child trafficking, prostitution and pornography. 

AIPA Member Parliaments noted the need to expedite the implementation of Laws and regulations related to child abuse. To further support the national efforts and measures in promoting and protecting the rights of children, AIPA Member Parliament also noted the importance of raising public awareness regarding the child abuse matters.

The Committee agreed on the draft resolution upon some amendments.
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The Committee approved 3 draft resolutions and the report of AIFOCOM meeting to be forwarded for adoption in the second plenary.
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I hereby present the Report of the Committee on Social Matters to the          34th General Assembly.

Thank you.

Hon. Haji Mohd. Shafiee bin Ahmad
CHAIRPERSON
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