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Abstract

The problem of drug addiction is one of the social issues that undermines the stability of
the country, causing losses to both drug users, families, and various aspects of the nation,
including human resources, economy, society, and politics. There is a trend that the drug
addiction problem will continue to expand as the economy grows. Therefore, there is a need
to amend the Narcotics Code by revoking 24 previous drug laws and consolidating them into
a single code of law, and improving it to be more modern. In this regard, the announcement
of the Narcotics Code, B.E. 2564 (2021) on December 9, 2021 can be considered as extremely
challenging in terms of the need to redefine concepts, interpret the law, and enforce
the Narcotics Code in court cases. After the announcement of this new edition of the law,
there has been a gap and confusion in the enforcement of the law due to various criteria that
law enforcement officers may not be familiar with or lack sufficient knowledge and
understanding, as well as the lack of knowledge about the practical gsuidelines of the courts
in enforcing the new edition of the Narcotics Code. Moreover, there is currently no legislation
to support regulations or guidelines in various matters, causing confusion in enforcing
the law. Due to the aforementioned reasons, the researcher is aware of the importance
of the role of courts in enforcing the Narcotics Code, particularly in terms of the concepts
and theories related to the search for truth in drug cases, the judicial practices in considering
drug cases, and the rehabilitation and recovery of drug addicts in accordance with
the Narcotics Code, B.E. 2564 (2021).

This research explored the concepts and theories related to the search for truth in
drug cases, the judicial practices in considering drug cases, and the rehabilitation and
recovery of drug addicts in other countries, including the United Kingdom, Germany, the
United States, Australia, Malaysia, and Portugal, and compared them with the judicial practices
and rehabilitation and recovery guidelines for drug addicts in Thailand under the

Narcotics Code, B.E. 2564 (2021).

Keywords: Role of the courts, law enforcement, the Narcotics Code
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