Thailand’s effort to fight against human trafficking

· Trafficking in persons is another form of violation of human rights. In particular, women and children are the most vulnerable groups to be easily trapped by organized crime gangs. Recognizing human trafficking problem as an unconventional threat impairing national security, in August 2004, the Thai Government proclaimed the fight against human trafficking as a top priority national agenda. As a result, much of effort has been done to demonstrate a strong political will in combating human trafficking. 
· An important progress is the enactment of the Anti-Trafficking in Person Act B.E. 2007 which adopts a right-based approach for a more effective fight against traffickers and a more comprehensive protection. The act includes the following key elements; 1) heavier penalties on all persons involved in human trafficking; 2) compensation which victims may claim from the offender for any damages caused by human trafficking; 3) shelter and other necessities including physical, psycho-social, legal, educational and healthcare service provided to victims; and 4) protection of all victims of trafficking regardless of their gender, nationality or legal status.

· As stipulated by the act, Anti-Trafficking in Persons Fund was set up to facilitate the prevention and suppression activities, provide welfare protection to trafficked victims and support anti-human trafficking programmes run by NGOs. 
· The National Operation Centers on Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking at provincial, national and international level were established as a collaborative mechanism among concerned agencies, provide assistance to trafficked victims and support integrated information for policy formulation. 
· The Second National Policy, Strategy, and Measure on the Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking (2011-2016) is the main principle for prevention, prosecution, protection, policy development and implementation as well as database system management for addressing human trafficking; and 2) to enhance cooperation from all relevant sectors in carrying out policies, strategies, prevention and protection measures to combat human trafficking.

· Regarding repatriation and reintegration measures, the Thai Government has coordinated with relevant government agencies, non-government organizations, international organizations and Thai embassies overseas to provide shelters and appropriate physical, psycho-social assistance, legal advice, vocational training, and safe repatriation and reintegration. 
· Another significant progress is that the cabinet is considering the revision of related laws and regulations in order to enable trafficked victims to find a job outside the shelters during the process of investigation and judgement. However, this issue must be comprehensively considered from all relevant agencies before taking an action. 
· Human trafficking is a transnational issue which needs across border cooperation to deal with it. The Thai Government is serious about strengthening cooperation against human trafficking through bilateral and multilateral framework and international organizations. Thailand has also concluded MOUs with its neighbors, namely, Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia and Viet Nam, to address the problem of human trafficking. Multilaterally, Thailand puts emphasis on joint cooperation to combat human trafficking through regional frameworks such the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Friends of Helsinki Process (FHP), and Bali Process. 
Challenge
· Effective law enforcement and policy implementation are the major challenge of Thailand’s effort to combat human trafficking. There is need to building capacity of law enforcement officials to better understand the laws, procedures, and basic human rights of the victims. Also, a comprehensive database on victims of trafficking should be improved to support operation of human trafficking.
Suggestion

· Thailand attaches great importance to the protection of trafficked person and they should be conceived as victims or the abused not as criminals. The protection and rehabilitation should be in line with the human rights and humanitarian principles regardless of their status.  
· One of sustainable solutions is that the Governments and every concerned agency must address the root causes of trafficking in persons such as poverty, economic disparity, and social injustice to enhance the well-being of the people domestically, and reduce development gap internationally. 
· In this connection, the countries of origin, transit and destination should work together in reassuring the protection, safe-repatriation, and reintegration of trafficked persons as well as setting up systematic information exchange to fight against human traffickers.
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